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The University of Maine has several programs designed to allow academically capable high school
students to pursue and earn credit for college-level coursework. All registration information and
grades earned will become a part of the student’s permanent academic record and will be included
in the cumulative grade point average earned at the University of Maine.

Aspirations Program (a nondegree program)

Eligibility: Student must: 
• Be a full-time high school junior or senior 
• Have permission from the high school
• Have consent of his or her parent or guardian to register for coursework 
• Have a B or better academic average
• Meet academic course prerequisites
• Be eligible to receive a state subsidy for postsecondary courses

Restrictions: 
• Course registration is subject to space availability 
• The Aspirations Program doesn’t generally cover courses taken during Summer

University. Students will be charged the full per-credit tuition rate in effect at the 
time of registration 

• Aspirations students are not eligible to be considered for federal financial aid
• Students interested in taking more classes than those approved through the 

Aspirations Program can do so as nondegree students 
• All registration information and grades earned will become a part of the student’s

permanent academic record and will be included in the cumulative GPA earned at
UMaine

• A maximum of six credits can be paid for by Aspirations and Academ-e. Any expense
resulting from enrollment in more than six credits will be the responsibility of the
student

Records required to be sent directly to the Admissions Office: 
• Completed Aspirations application (sent by applicant) 
• Official high school transcript (sent by high school) 
• Letter of recommendation from guidance counselor or principal (sent by high school)
• Official transcript for any prerequisite (with course/grade listed) not taken at the

University of Maine or listed on the official high school transcript (sent by institution)

ABOUT UMAINE

The University of Maine, founded in
Orono in 1865, is the state’s premier
public university. It is among the
most comprehensive higher
education institutions in the
Northeast and attracts students
from across the U.S. and more than
73 countries. It currently enrolls
11,286 total undergraduate and
graduate students who can directly
participate in groundbreaking
research working with world-class
scholars. The University of Maine
offers doctoral degrees in 35 fields,
representing the humanities,
sciences, engineering and education;
master’s degrees in roughly 
70 disciplines; 90 undergraduate
majors and academic programs; and
one of the oldest and most
prestigious honors programs in the
U.S. The university promotes
environmental stewardship on its
campus, with substantial efforts
aimed at conserving energy,
recycling and adhering to green
building standards in new
construction. For more information
about UMaine, visit umaine.edu.

Office of Admissions
5713 Chadbourne Hall
University of Maine
Orono, ME 04469-5713  
207.581.1561
fax: 207.581.1213
umaine.edu

Academ-e
Early College Distance Education Program
5713 Chadbourne Hall
Orono, ME 04469-5713
207.581.3143
umaine.edu/academ-e

To Apply
Aspirations and Nondegree
Send paper application and academic
transcripts to:
Attn: Jackie Jones
Office of Admissions
5713 Chadbourne Hall
Orono, ME 04469-5713

Early Admission
Electronic application (preferred):
umaine.edu

Mail applications, academic transcripts and
recommendations to:
UMS Application Processing
P.O. Box 412
Bangor, ME 04402-0412

Please send application and 
accompanying documents to:

Division of Lifelong Learning
Aspirations Incentive Program
5713 Chadbourne Hall, Rm 122
Orono, ME  04469-5713
207.581.3452


Division of Lifelong Learning

207.581.3452

To Apply:

Visit our website at:
umaine.edu/academ-e

Aspirations and Nondegree

Please send application and accompanying documents to:

Division of Lifelong Learning
Aspirations Incentive Program
5713 Chadbourne Hall, Rm 122
Orono, ME  04469-5713


207.581.3452

Academ-e Program



Nondegree Student Application
Eligibility: 

• Students interested in taking college courses while
completing high school 

• Students must meet course prerequisites

Records required to be sent to Admissions Office: 
• Completed nondegree student application (sent by

applicant) 
• Official high school transcript (sent by high school) 
• Letter of recommendation from guidance counselor or

principal (sent by high school)
• Official transcript for any prerequisite (with course/grade

listed) not taken at the University of Maine or listed on
the official high school transcript (sent by institution)

Restrictions: 
• Course registration for any course is subject to space

availability 
• Student is not eligible for financial aid 
• All registration information and grades earned become a

part of the student’s permanent academic record and will
be included in the cumulative GPA earned at UMaine

• Tuition waiver programs are not available for nondegree
students who are not in Aspirations or Academ-e

Early First-Year Applicants (for high school students
finishing their junior year who wish to enter the University of
Maine as a matriculating degree candidate before they graduate
from high school)

Student must: 
• Have completed three years of college preparatory work, 

but not graduated from high school 
• Demonstrate outstanding academic achievement 
• Demonstrate the maturity and motivation to pursue

university degree work 
• Be recommended by their high school guidance counselor 

or principal

Restrictions: 
• High school students who enter the University of Maine

as degree candidates before graduating from high school
are not eligible for federal financial aid 

• Students entering the Early First-Year Applicant program
at UMaine must arrange to complete high school
graduation requirements in either the first or second
semester of enrollment 

• Upon completion of the first year in the Early First-Year
Applicant program, students are required to have their
high school submit the official high school transcript
showing the date of graduation 

• All registration information and grades earned will
become a part of the student’s permanent academic 
record and will be included in the cumulative GPA
earned during their first year of study at the University 
of Maine 

Records required: 
• A completed University of Maine Application for

Admission (sent to the UMS Application Processing
Center by student) 

• To be sent directly to the UMS Application Processing
Center by high school: 

– High school transcript detailing curriculum, grades 
and graduation date 

– SAT or ACT scores
• Letter of recommendation from guidance counselor or

principal (sent by high school)
• A completed Early Admission application (sent to the

UMS Application Processing Center by applicant or high
school)

Please Note: Early Admission is distinct from Early Action. Early
Admission is for students entering at the end of their junior year in
high school who plan to use coursework at the University of Maine
to complete their high school graduation requirements. Early
Admission students are enrolled at both their high school and the
University of Maine until they graduate from high school. Students
graduating from high school in three years would apply as regular
admission applicants. Early Action refers to applicants who
complete the application process before Dec. 15 and plan to enroll
the following September.

Academ-e (early college, distance education)

Academ-e is an early college distance education program designed to
offer qualified high school juniors and seniors University of Maine
courses using state-of-the-art teaching and learning technologies,
combined with on-campus experiences. All registration information
and grades earned will become a part of the student’s permanent
academic record and will be included in the cumulative GPA earned
at the University of Maine.

Students must be nominated by high school principals, teachers and
guidance counselors. Schools are encouraged to nominate students
whose records demonstrate that they are college-bound and ready
for university-level work, and students in whom they see potential
for success, despite underperformance in high school. A student is
eligible to receive a state subsidy for postsecondary courses.

A University of Maine Academ-e scholarship will be provided to 
all students who enroll. The scholarship will discount tuition by 
50 percent for three-credit courses and will absorb all university
fees. The Maine Legislature’s Aspirations Program through the
Maine Department of Education is expected to cover the remaining
50 percent tuition of the three-credit courses for students enrolled
in the Academ-e program. However, the university does not cover
the entire cost of the fourth credit for four-credit courses. For
further information, contact Academ-e.

The University of Maine does not discriminate on the grounds of race, color, religion, sex, sexual orientation, including transgender status and gender expression, national origin, citizenship status, age, disability, genetic information, or veteran status in
employment, education, and all other programs and activities. The following person has been designated to handle inquiries regarding nondiscrimination policies: Director, Office of Equal Opportunity, 101 North Stevens Hall, 581.1226,
eoinfo@umit.maine.edu.

Connect with us:
umaine.edu/socialnetwork

the Division of Lifelong Learning


